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Dr MIDDLETON, &c. 


s Dr Middleton's Enquiry into the 
y . ed Miraculous Powers which are ſup- 
poſed to have ſubſiſted in the Chriſ- 
ian Church, from the earlieſt Ages, 
thro' ſeveral ſucceſſive Centuries, has raiſed 
a very great Outcry againſt him; as I think 
him to be very much in the Right, in what 
he has advanced; and as his main Argument 
ſeems to me capable of further Proof and 
Explanation; the Regard which J have for 
Truth compels me to ſecond him in the De- 
bate, and to give you my Opinion of the 
Diſpute between him and his Adverſaries. 
A Effects that do not follow from the 
known Laws of Nature, or are inconſiſtent 
with thoſe Laws, are what we call Miracles; 
B and 
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5” © A Defence of Dr Middleton 
and theſe are of two Kinds: Either they are 


thinks proper to work by ſome Meſſenger 
ſeeing they are entirely dependent on the di- 
God does what he pleaſes when he pleaſes, 


Aſhes, Gen. xix. 24. At one Time he ſtops 


ther he quenches the Violence of Fire, Dar. 
iii. 27, Now he deſtroys a whole Army of the 


| thoſe that hate him. Thus he will manifeſt 


ſuch as are wrought immediately by God 
himſelf, to manifeſt his fupreme Power and 
Providence in the Government of the Church, 
and of the World; Or they are ſuch as he 


whom he has ſent, as a Proof that he has 
ſent him, and to confirm his Teſtimony 
Now, as to the former Sort of Miracles, 


vine Will and Pleaſure, no Creature may 
dare to ſay when they will be wrought, un- 
leſs the Moſt High thinks fit to reveal it. 


and who may ſay unto him, What deft thou ? 
In one Age he will drown the World, Ges. 
vii. 4, 17. In another confume Cities to 


the Mouths of Lions, Dan. vi. 22. at ano- 


Heathen, 2 Kings xix. 35. anon he blow: 
up the Foundations of his own antient Tem- 
ple, making a deſolate City ſtill more an 
Heap, till what is determined ſhall be pour- 
ed upon the Defolate, Dan. ix. 27. When 
he whets his glittering Sword, and his Hand 
takes hold on Judgment, he 1s ſure to ren- 
der Vengeance to his Enemies, and reward 


himſelf to be the ſupreme Lord of the Uni- 


erſe in all Ages; Nature, and all its Pow - 
| ers, 


on Miraculons Powers, &c. 3 


ers, are continually in his Hands, and when 
he ſays the Word, That ſhall be diſſolved, 
and Time thall be no more. 


Such Miracles as theſe, therefore, can be 
confined to no Age, but malt happen benen er 
the fupreme Being is pleaſed to work them: 
However, as God has perfectly revealed his 
Will to Mankind, ſo as ſufficiently to en- 
courage the Faithful, and render the Diſo- 
bedient wholely inexcuſable, there is great 
Reaſon to believe that he will not often 
leave the Way of Nature; for the Way of 
Nature has never yet been left but to en- 
courage the Righteous, and to warn the 
W icked; and now the divine Will is ſath- 
cicatly known, ſuch Encouragements and 
W arnings muſt be the leſs needful. Briefly, 
God has appointed a Day in which he will 
judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and ren- 
der an eternal Retribution to every Soul of 
Man ti:at does evil; this great Truth is fully 
revealed in the Goſpel, fo that thoſe who do 
not hearken to Chrift and his Apoſtles, as 
it is utterly unlikely that they would ever 
hearikcen to any other Notice, fo it is high- 
ly probable that no other Notice Wiil ever 
be given them. 

But be this as it will, it is moſt evident, 
that ſuch Miracles as theſe cannot be a pro- 
per dubject of human Enquiry. No, the Dr's 
dearc] h is after Miracles which are thought to 
havc ſubfiſted in the Chriſtian Church; and, 


on 
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4 A Defence of Dr Middleton 
conſequently, after ſuch as (if performed) 
were given to be performed by Men, to con- 
firm ſome Teſtimony that they may be ſup- 
poſed to bear for the Supreme Being. 
How much, then, does Mr Lemoine ſhew 
his Weakneſs, when he calls upon Dr Mid. 
dleton to examine what is reported concern- 
ing the Thundering Legion, the Croſs of Con- 
ftantine, the Burning of the Temple of Apol- 
1, and the Interruption of building the Tem- 
ple of A e Why ſuppoſing all theſe 
Miracles to have happened, Pray, what Mem- 
ber of the Church wrought them? If no 
Member of the Church wrought them, How 
did the Power of working them. ſub/;/t in the 
Chriſtian Church? And if the Power of work 
ing theſe Miracles did not ſubſiſt in the Chri- 
ſlian Church, How does the allowing them 
to have happened any. way invalidate the 
Dr's Argument ? CE facts + 
However, theſe are not all Miracles of the 
firſt Kind: The Interruption of building 
the Temple of Feruſalem, as it is recorded, 
not only by eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, but by 
the Heathen themſelves, is indeed worthy of 
God: Julian the Apoſtate had, in a hoſtile 
Manner, declared War againſt the Lord's 
Chriſt, and aimed to bring to nought his Pre- 
ditions ; for this end he encouraged the Jews 
to rebuild their Temple, and afliſted them 
with all his Treaſures ; but, ſays Ammanus 
 Aarrellinus, a Pagan While Alipius car. 
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« fried on the Work with all his Might, aſſiſt- 
« ed by the Governor of the Province, hor. 
«© rible Balls of Fire, after having rent the 
« Foundations by violent Shocks, burſt forth 
« from thence; and the Labourers, who of- 
« ten attempted to begin the Work anew, were 
« 25 often burnt alive, ſo that the Place became 
« inacceſſible, and the Enterprize fell to the 
« Ground,” --As the Honour of the moſt High 
God was directly ſtruck at by this audacious 
Attempt, this was worthy of a God to do, 
and of a Chriſtian to believe; and the like 
may be ſaid of burning the Temple of Apollb 
at Antioch, 3: 
The Rain obtained for Marcus Aurelius, 
by the Thundering Legion, may very well be 
eſteemed as an Anſwer of God to the Prayers 
of his People; tho', as it was brought about 
in a natural Way, it could be no Miracle: 
God has promiſed to hear the Prayers of his 
People in all Ages; but, as he is the God 
and Author of Nature, he has Nature at his 
Command, and has no need to have recourſe 
to Miracles to make good his Engagements 
to them. „ = 
The Appearance of the Croſs to the Em- 
peror Conſtantine, I greatly ſuſpect to be an 
Impoſture: Twas certainly one great Occa- 
lion of Idolatry in the Church; and, as the 
 Koman Soldiers always worſhipped the Eagle 
in their Banners, and this Croſs was put into 
their Banners inſtead of the Eagle, the Mira- 
| | cle 


ſure, was a weak, ſuperſtitious Perſon, or he 
would never have deferred his Baptiſm for 3 
Dipping in Jordan, and have made the Ordi- 


the Time of Gratian: In a word, he ſeems 


nours on the Chriſtian Clergy (who had by 


6 A Defence of Dr Middleton 
cle ſeems to be feigned, or at leaſt ſtrongly 
imagined, in order to make a Tranſition from 
Paganiſm to Chriſtianity more eaſy, to ſpirit 


cy. What Kind of a Man, he was will fur- 


up the Soldiers, and to ſet up one Idol in 
the Room of another. Conſtantine, to be 


nances of God ſubſervient to his own Fan- 


ther appear, by his continuing among the 
Heathen as their Pontifex Maximus, a Title 
that was never refuſed by the Emperors till 


to be much ſuch a Chriſtian as his Mother, 
who chiefly imployed herſelf in ſearching 
for Graves and Croſſes, and building Monu- 
ments over them, as if ſhe meant to find the 
Lord of Heaven in the Bowels of the Earth. 

'Tis true, as he heaped up worldly Ho- 


that time procured too much Dominion o- 
ver the Conſciences of Men, and muſt there- 
fore be looked upon by him as the principal 
Support of his Empire) his Name was a pre- 
cious Ointment poured out among them; and 
as he made them rich, they have made him 
great in their future Relations. But Chr:/tar 
Prophets don't ſeem to place his Times in 
the ſame Light; St John repreſents this E- 
vent, as the Dragon's giving up his Power 
and his Scat to the Beaſt, and finding 1 

| could 


fon of Auguſtulus, Rev. Kill. 
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could prevail no longer againſt the Church 
without by Perſecution, endeavouring to pre- 
vail within it by Corruption, Rev. xii. 1—— 
11, &c. Xilt, 1, 2. In this State things con- 
tinued but a little while; this Head of the 
Beaſt was ſoon wounded to Death in the Per- 
But that dead= 
ly Wound was healed, and (as St Paul had 

foretold, 2 The. Ii. 5.) the Court of Rome ap- 
peared far more formidable ; fince then, falſe 
Prophets, who at firſt eſtabliſhed this Prieftly 
Dominion by falſe Miracles, have command- 
ed the whole World to wonder, to obey, and 
to worſhip. | 


But leaving Miracles of this Kind, which, 


ſuppoſing them to have been wrought (as I 
have ſaid) no way invalidate the Dr's Argu- 


ment, let us now return to thoſe of which 
he is expreſsly ſpeaking; namely, to ſuch as 
have been ſuppoſed to exiſt in the Christian 
Church for ſeveral Centuries after the Days 
of the Apoſtles ; and of theſe I ſay, that they 
are all falſe and forged, and that the Power 
of working Miracles was never conferred up- 
on Men after the Apoſtolick Age. 

For it is evident from the Scripture itſelf, 


that none but Perſons guided into all Truth, 


and infallible in their Doctrines, ever had this : 
Power communicated to them. This will 
plainly appear unto us, if we ſearch into the 
Facts related of the Founders of the Feuiſh 


and CV 2 Religion: Of the Jeuiſb Law- 


giv er 
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8 Defence of Dr Middleton 
giver it is recorded, that he was faithful in all 
the Houſe of God; which Faithfulneſs mug 
conſiſt in ſpeaking that, and that only, which 
the Lord had commanded him; and, conſe. 
_ quently, all his Doctrines muſt be divine: 
And accordingly the Word of God, delivered 
by him, was the Standard of Truth in all fu- 
ture Ages of that Church; ſo that to the 
Law, and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpoke 
not according to this Word, it was becauſe - 
there was no Light in them, Num. xii. 7, 
Ja. viii. 20. And as God had highly honoured 
him to be his Servant, to deliver his People 
from the moſt dreadful Bondage, and to con- 
duct them to that good Land which he had 
promiſed to their Fathers; ſo he, in an ex- 
traordinary Manner, confirmed his Word, by 
all the Signs and Wonders which he ſent him 
to do in the Land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, to 
all his Servants, and to all his Land; and by 
all that mighty Hand, and all that great Ter- 
ror, which Moſes ſnewed in the Sight of all 
trael thro'out their whole Journey from E- 
gypt to the Land of Canaan. Deut. xxxiv. 
11, 12. „%% Wag git A 4 os. „ 720 
When Moſes died, Jaſbua was appointed 
by the Lord to ſucceed him; and tho he was 
not allowed to add to the Laws which Me/es 
had given him, but was required to meditats 
therein Day and Night, Fob. i. 7, 8. yet he 
alſo was full of the Spirit of Wiſdom, for 


Moſes had laid his Hands upon him, 2 'L 
xXXIv. 


on Miraculous Powers, &c. 9 
Xxxiv. 9. and the People were commanded 
to hearken unto him, as they had done be- 


fore to Moſes himſelf, Jaſb. ui. 7, and, con- 


ſequently, he alſo was under the infallible 
Direction of the Holy Spirit. And, God to 
fatisfy the People, that he would be with 
him as he had been with Moſes, was pleaſed to 
magnify him in their Sight; ſo that the 
Prieſts carrying the Ark into the River For- 


dan, at his Commandment, God divided the 


River, as he had done the Red Sea, and the 


Children of rat! went thro' it upon dry 
Land, Jeſb. m. 1 5, 16, 17. Yea, he own- 


ed his Servant ſo far, as that he only ſaid, 


Sun, fland thou fiill upon Gibeon, and thou 


Moon in the Valley of Ajalon; fo the Sun 


ſtood ſtill in the Midſt of Heaven, and haſt- 
ed not to go down for the Space of a Day; 


ſurely there was no Day like that, either be- 


fore or after it, ſeeing the Lord hearkened to 


the Voice of a Man, for the Lord fought for 
Jrael. Joſb. x. 12, . 3 

After the Days of Jeſbua, we hear no 
more of any Miracles wrought by Men till 
the Times of Elijab and Eliſba the Prophets; 
In their Days the Houſe of Mrael was terribly 
revolted from the Worſhip of the true God, 
and therefore it was neceſſary to ſend ſome ex- 


traordinary Perſons among them to recal them 


back to their Duty, to turn the Hearts of the 


Fathers to the Children, and the Diſobedient 


to the Wiſdom of the Juſt: And, according- 
3 ly. 
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10 Defence of Dr Middleton 
ly, God was pleaſed to work the higheft 
Wonders by them, both of Judgment, and 

Mercy; but, then, theſe were infallible, in 

ſuch a Manner, that the Baptiſt, who was 

declared by the Redeemer of Men to be more 
than a Prophet, is expreſsly ſaid to come in 

the Spirit and Power of Elias, Luke i. 17. 

Tſaiah was another of thoſe Prophets, who 
wrought a Miracle, in - cauſing. the Shadow 
to go back upon the Dial of Aba, as a To- 
ken that King Hezekzab's Life ſhould be pro- 
longed fifteen Years, Ja. xxxvili. 8. Theſe, 

T think, are all the Men who performed Mi- 
racles in the ei Church; and theſe were 

moſt evidently all Prophets, Meſſengers im- 
mediately ſent from God, and divinely in- 

ſpired by him. From hence let us deſcend to 

the New Teſtament Times. 2 496 

Now as Life and Immortality were to be 
brought to Light by the Goſpel, and a more 
poles State of Religion to be planted than 

ad before appeared in the World; as all 

Nations were to be called into it, who then 

lay in Darkneſs and Ignorance; it was ne- 

ceſſary that this Religion ſhould be confirmed 
by Miracles: And accordingly, when the 

Redeemer made his publick Appearance, the 

Blind ſaw, the Deaf heard, the Lame walk- 

ed, the Sick were healed, the Dead were 

raiſed up, the Devils were caſt forth, and 

(what was more than all the reſt) the Lord, 

-when he had made his Soul an Offering or 
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Sin, . aroſe from the Dead, and, after having 
given his Apoſtles a t mem to pub- 
1iſh this glad Tidings thro? all Nations, he ! in 
an eternal Triumph aſcended up into Hea- 
ven, where now he ſits at the right Hand of 
God. 
As the Apoſtles were ſent to all the World 
on this Errand, it is very evident, that Mira- 
culous Powers were neceſſary to convince the 
World of the Truth of their Miſſion; and 
therefore, as their Lord had before promiſed 
that they ſhould do the ſame Miracles he had 
done, and greater than any of thoſe he had 
wrought upon others, John xiv. 12. he 
poured down upon them his Holy Spirit at 
the Day of Pentecoſt; and thus having en- 
duced them with Power from on high, Peter 
and John healed the Cripple in the Temple, 
Act. ili. 6, 7, 8. Ananias and Sapphira were 
ſtruck dead for their Prevarication, Act. v. 5, 
io, Dorcas and Eutychus were raiſed from the 
Dead, AF. ix. 41; and xx. 12. Fear came 
upon every Soul, and many Signs and Won- 
ders were wrought by the Apoſtles, Ads ii. 
43. Vea, all along after this, theſe Embaſſa- 
dors of Christ publiſhed the Reſurrection of 
their alter with ou Power, inſomuch that 
| U 0 2 e the 


A. Miracles. were Ne "to ERAS the Truth, it is ver 
evident, our Lord efteemed* thoſe the greateſt that moſt an- 
ſwered that End: The Giving of the extreordinary Gifts of the 
5 * »pirit was the greateſt Confirmation of the Truth of the 

bel; and, therefore, the Power of doing that is here called 


greater, aud this was conferred only upon the Apoſtles, 


'» 


12 A Defence of Dr Middleton 
the Sick were brought into the Streets, and 
laid on Beds and Couches, that at the leaſt 
the Shadow of Peter, paſſing by, might 
overſhadow ſome of them; and Multitudes 
out of the Cities round about  Jeruſaley; 
brought ſick Folks, and them who were poſ.. 
ſeſled with unclean Spirits, and they were 
Healed every one, Ad. v. 15, 16. In like 
manner alſo God wrought ſpecial Miracles 
by the Hands of Paul; fo that from his Bo. 
dy were brought unto the Sick Handker. 

chiefs, or Aprons, and the Difeaſes departed | 
from them, and the evil Spirits went out of 
them, Ac. xix, 12 11 

Thus we ſee twas Tum AposTLEs, and 
not the ordinary Members of the Church, 
that wrought Miracles; and the more. dili- 
gent and laborious they were in publiſhing 
the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, the more 
remarkable they were for their miraculous 
Powers. Tis true, we alſo read of Philips 
working Miracles, when he preached the 
Goſpel to the Samaritans; but then we read 
in the ſame Place, of his being under the im- 
mediate Agency and Direction of the Holy 
Spirit, Act. viii, 26, 29, 39. And indeed, 
if we had not read of this ba we could not 


have doubted of his Divine Inſpiration ; For 
can any one ſuppoſe that God, haying ap- 
pointed infallible Perſons to publiſh the Gol. 

(who were all at that time at Jeruſalem, 
bat a very few Miles off) would have 15 
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en Miraculous Powers; &c. 13 
him to convert the Samaritans, had he not 
firſt qualified him for the Work ? No, the 
Signs which he did, and the immediate Or- 
ders by whieh he acted, were evident Proofs 


that he taught the Truth; and tho' he was 


not one of the Twelve, yet he was moſt cer- 
tainly a Prophet“, one of the moſt eminent 
Perſons in 5 
(very likely) one of thoſe who received the 


extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit along 


with them. 117 1 
However, tho' this Miniſter of Chriſt was 


divincly inſpired, and his powerful Preach- 


ing is recorded in the Scriptures; yet even 


he had not Power to confer the extraordinary 


Gifts of the Holy Spirit upon Believers, but 
this Power was communicated only to the 
Apoſtles ; and therefore, when Samaria had 


embraced the Goſpel, Peter and John went 


and laid hands on them, that they might re- 


ccive this ineſtimable Benefit. Act. viii, 17. 
There is, indeed, one Example of a pri- 
vate Perſon who wrought a Miracle, and but 
one in all the New Teſtament ; and that js 
of Ananias reſtoring St Paul to his Sight at 
Damaſcus: Yet even this was done by im- 
: . meeldiate 


That there were at that time Prophets, who were alſo im- 
mediately infpired, and infallibly directed by the Holy Spirit, as 
veil 2s the Apoſtles, appears very plainly from Acts xv. 32. 
and Xi. 1. 1 Cor, Xi. 28. Epbeſ. iv. 11. That Philip alſo 
was a very extraordinary Perſon, appears further, in that his 


Daughters were endowed with the Spirit of Propheſy. Ac. 
Vl. 9, | | 


Church next the Apoſtles, and 


n 
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the doing of this was no way intended to 
confirm any Doctrine of his own; but to ſe- 
cure the Honour of the great Apoſtle of the 


working this Miracle is not put upon his own 
Viſion, by the Lord who appeared unto him, 


may great Reaſons be given for this Conduct 
of the ſupreme Being; for, firſt, it was ne- 
ceſſary that there ſhould be ſome holy Man, 
to baptize this Apoſtle, and be a Witneſs of 
his extraordinary Converſion ; then, as God 
had conferred upon him an immediate Mii- 
fion to preach his Goſpel, it was as neceſſary 


* BR | A Defence of Dr Middleton 
mediate Revelation, and not from any ſpeci- 
al Impulſe proceeding from ſuch a Power 
reſiding in himſelf, as muſt always have 
been the Caſe with regard to the Apoſtles, 


ſelf had ſeen, of one Ananias coming in, and 
laying his Hands upon him that he might re- 


of the Church; for we know very well how 


Apoſtleſhip, thereby to render his Labours 


nor does it appear that ever Ananias wrought 
one Miracle, either before, or after; beſides, 


Gentiles ; and the better to ſecure this, tho 
it was neceſſary that Ananias ſhould receive 
Orders in a Viſion, yet the Certainty of his 


but upon the Viſion which the Apoſtle him- 


ceive , his Sight, Ac. ix. 12. Now there 


that this ſhould be no extraordinary Miniſter 


apt falſe Brethren were to call in queſtion his 


fruitleſs; and if he had been baptized, and BF 
| healed, by an Apoſtle, what a Handle would 
this have given for their Calumny ! 


Thus 


2:8 
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on: Miraculous. Powers, &c. 15 
- Thus it appears, from all the Examples 
both of the Old and New Teſtament, that 
the Power of working Miracles was never 


given to any but Perſons under the infallible 
Guidance and Direction of the Holy Spirit; 


and, conſequently, that the Fathers of the 
three firſt Centuries were never poſſeſſed of 

But further ; That theſe Miraculous Pow- 
ers were peculiar to the Apoſtles, and ſuch 
Perſons, as. were under the immediate In- 


fpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, appears, not 


only from Facts, but from St Paul's own 
Argument, who proves his Apoſtleſhip, be- 
cauſe he was poſſeſſed of them. I am 
nothing behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles 
* (ſays he) tho' I be nothing: Truely, the 


« Signs of an Apoſtle were wrought among 


you in all Patience, in Signs, and Won- 
ders, and mighty Deeds, 2 Cor. xii. 11, 
12, —— Now if theſe Signs, and Wonders, 
and mighty Deeds, were not peculiar to the 
Apoſtles, how was St Paul's being poſſeſſed 
of them any Proof of his Apoſtleſhip ? 
Beſides, to give theſe Miraculous Powers 


to Perſons not infallibly directed by the Ho- 
ly Spirit, muſt quite fruſtrate the End of all 


Viracles : For Miracles were given to con- 
firm the Truth, Mark xvi. 20, Heb. ii. 4. 
But how can the Truth be confirmed by them, 
it Perſons, who are liable to Error, are capa- 
ble of doing them ? — For God to work 

| Miracles 
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nicate his Power to confirm Falſchood, 
which is quite inconſiſtent with his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, He had before ſaid, by his 
Prophet, that he would once more ſhake the 


H eaVens and the Earth, Hag. li. 6. From 


whence the Apoſtle infers that © this. — yer 


© once more — ſignifies the removing of 


* thoſe Things that are ſhaken, as of Things 


« that are made, that thoſe Things which 
* cannot be ſhaken may remain, Heb. xii, 
26, 27. What needthen of Miracles, when 


ſuch a State of Things was eſtabliſhed ? Or, 


how could they be put into the Hands of fal- 
lible Men, without (in ſome fort) giving them 
Power to ſhake, what was, and ought, to 
remain unſhaken ? _ 


But, according to Mr Lemoine, were we 


to ſuppoſe the Errors and Corruptions, even 


cf the fourth Century, as great as Dr Mid- 


dleton is pleaſed to make them; yet God 
might ſurely work Miracles by the Fathers 
in ſuch an Age, ſeeing he did fo by his A- 
poſtles, in that far more corrupt and fraudu- 
lent Period, which elapſed from the Death 
of Chriſt to the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem.— 
That, is in plain Engliſh, God might, ſurely, 
work Miracles by weak fallible Men as well 
as by his divinely inſpired Apoſtles, fecing 
the World was very wicked in their Days. 
Had 1 not known, that weak Perſons arc 
leaſt capable of ſeeing their own Weakneſs, 


aſter 


Miracles by ſuch Men, would be to commu: 
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to hear him call his Adverſary, a very igno- 
rant and artificial Writer. Surely, the Doc- 
tor's Enquiry is not after Miracles ſubſiſting in 
the World, but in the Church: With re- 


gard to Infidel Nations, it matters not to us 


which is the moſt corrupt and fraudulent Pe- 


riod; God is the Judge of thoſe without, 
our Buſineſs is with thoſe within. Was, then, 
the Church as corrupt and fraudulent in the 

Days of the Apoſtles, as it was in the fourth 


Century? Or were the Apoſtles as corrupt 
and fraudulent as the Fathers? They muſt, 
or elſe this muſt be very ignorantly and ar- 


tificially ſpoken : And if fo, twould be well 
ik the Gentleman would look at Home, and 
learn, by the Sight of his own Infirmities, to 


treat his Adverſaries with more Candour, 
Perhaps it will be objected; that the A- 


poſties beſtowed the extraordinary Gifts of 


the Holy Ghoſt upon private Chriſtians; and, 
conſequently, conferred upon them the Pow- 
er of working Miracles; ſo that the Power 
of working Miracles could not be confined to 
Men divinely inſpired. —1 anſwer, that the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit, given 


by the Apoſtles, included no more than 
ſpeaking with Tongues, and Propbeſying, or a 


ready Utterance in expreſſing their Sentiments 


of Religion, and expounding the Holy Scrip- 


tires; 10 neceſſary for the Church in its In- 
fant-State, when Paſtors muſt be choſen from 
mong the Illiterate, and Men, yeſterday but 


18 


after reading this, I ſhould have been amazed 
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18 A Defence of Dr Middleton 
ignorant Heathens, to-day made Teachers of 
Chriſtianity, Thus when St Paul had laid 
his Hands on certain Diſciples at Epheſus, 
the Holy Ghoſt came on them, and hey pale 
with Tongues, and prophefied, AF. xix. 6, 


And when St. Peter had preached the Goſ- 


pel to Cornelius and his Friends, the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on them who heard the Word, and 


they ſpake with Tongues, and magnified God, 


Act. x. 44, 45, 46. So when the Corinthians 
abuſed their Spiritual Gifts, it was by ſpeak- 
ing ſtrange Languages for Oſtentation, inſtead 
of propheſying to edify their Brethren ; as 
plainly appears from Corinthians the four- 
teenth Chapter: There we find no Mention 
of their working Miracles, nor indeed any 
where elſe in the New Teſtament. 
Well, but Healing, and working Miracles, 
are reckoned among the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 10,—Right, and ſo they 
were: every Gift which the Apoſtles received 
was a Gift of the Holy Spirit; yet every Gift 
which was given to the Apoſtles and Pro- 


phets, was not given to every Believer : All 


were not Apoſtles, neither did All work Mi- 
racles. 8 i 
Perhaps it will be ſaid, If the Gift of 
Tongues were given to private Chriſtians by 
the Apoſtles, it muſt follow, that ſome might 
be poſſeſſed of it after their Days.— Very 
true ; but then the Miracle did not lie in the 
Poſſeſſion, but in the Giving of it. Adam, 8 
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be ſure, was inſpired with the Gift of Lan- 
guage at his Creation, and the Giving of this 
was miraculous ; yet, when it was given, it 
was no Miracle for Adam to uſe it all the 
Days of his Life. We muſt not therefore 
imagine that the Perſons endowed with theſe 
Gifts in a Miraculous Way, were immediate- 
ly inſpired with the Holy Ghoſt every time 
they uſed them; for it this had been the 
Caſe, they could never have abuſed them ; 
but thoſe Powers beſtowed upon them in an 


extraordinary Manner, they uſed in a natural 


Wav. And, indeed, when a Perſon has by 
any Means obtained a Language, tis natural 
for him afterwards to uſe it as he pleaſes; 


and whether it be inſpired, or acquired, 


makes no Difference in the Practice. How- 
ever, the Makers of this Objection ſhould 
take eſpecial Notice, If the Gift of Tongues 
was given by the Apoſtles only, as appears 


moſt plainly to have been the "Caſe, it muſt 


tollow, that this Gift could be conferred no 
longer than they lived; and, conſequently, 
all Boaſting of having received ſuch a Gitt in 

a Miraculous Manner, in the ſecond, third 
and fourth Centuries, is, to a ang, 


Fraud and Imboſture. 


In vain, then, does Mr Lemoine les the 
Purity of the three firſt Centuries; the A- 
poſtles themſelves are Witneſſes, not only 
hat. 1 corrupt Doctrines and Practices 


Vere continually creeping into the Church in 


D 2 their 
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their Days, which we often find them com. 


bating in their Epiſtles 3 but alſo, as there 
ſhould be a more general Falling away, ſo the 
Myſtery of Tniquity began to work at that 
Time, 2 Thef. ti. 3—13. So that the Sup. 
poſition of Dr Middleton“ That fo bold a 
* Defiance of ſacred Truth, as obtained a- 
* mong the Fathers of the'fourth Age, could 


e not become general at once, but muſt 


have been carried on gradually to that 
Height, by the Cuſtom and Example of 
former Times“ — is confirmed by the 
Apoſtles, and maintained by all Proteſtant 


1 from the Time of the Reformation: 


Proteſtants have always atteſted, that the 
pure Doctrine of the Goſpel, which was 
preached by the Apoſtles, and is delivered 


unto us in the New Teſtament, has been by 
degrees altered and corrupted ; and that from 
a very ſmall Beginning in their Time, the 
Myſtery of Iniquity grew greater and greater, 


till it bore down all before it, As we fee it is 


in all great Changes, in Nature or human Af- 


fairs; All are conceived and thrive very ſlow- 


ly, and are ſometimes a whole Age before 
they come to Maturity, 


Now, according to this Hypotheſis which 
is common to all Proteſtants, it muſt follow 


that Chriſtianity ſuffered ſome little Alteration 
even 1n the ſecond Age; the Church muſt be 
ſome little depraved 1n Faith and Policy. Sq 


Ukewiſe 1 in the third Age, other greater Cor- 
5 ruptions 
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on Miraculous Powers, &c. 21 
ruptions muſt neceſſarily get in; but more 
and more in the fourth, fifth, and the reſt 
that follow. Thus (ſay the Proteſtants) the 
Chriſtian Religion, in every Age, loſt ſome- 
thing of its original Simplicity, till at length 
it was corrupted in the higheſt Degree; in 
which Condition they found it, and have, by 
the Direction of the Holy Scriptures, reſtor- 
ed it to its original Purity. So that we ſee, 
the Doctor was ſo far from being blame- wor- 


Popery were either actually introduced, 
or the Seeds of them effectually ſown, in 
© the third, fourth and fifth Centuries,“ that 
he might well and truely have ſaid, that the 
Seeds of them began to be ſown, and the 
Myſtery of Iniquity to work, in the very 
Days of the Apoſtles. _. e 

But now, methinks, I hear a terrible Out- 
cry, That by thus weakening the Credit of 
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doubtful the Miracles of our Saviour and his 


Knees 


the Authority of the Holy Scriptures upon 
the Authority of the Church) have always 
been roaring ever ſince the Reformation; and 
that there ſhould be any Proteſtants, now, 
who think ſo too, is a clear Proof that the 
lame Myſtery of Iniquity, which wrought 
among our Fathers, is ſtriving to revive a- 
mong us. The Truth is, Nothing tends 

more 
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thy, for aſſerting, © that the Corruptions of 


the Antient Fathers, and the Miracles they 
are ſuppoſed to have wrought, we render 


Apoſtles.— Thus Papiſts (who will needs pin 
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262 A Defence of Dr Middleton 
more to weaken the Credit of real Miracles, 
than to join them with thoſe that are ſpu- 
| rious and counterfeit, This the Devil knows 
very well, and therefore aims in all Ages, by 
this Means, to bring Diſcredit upon the Evi- 
dences of Cbriſtianity: To diſcover his Wiles 
is the only Way to diſappoint his Views; 
and this we have effectually done by the Goſ- 
pel, which proves that true Miracles were 
ever confined to Perſons divinely inſpired, 
and that the Power of Working them was al- 
ways communicated to confirm the Truth of 
their Teſtimony; and, conſequently, that the 
antient Fathers did not, becauſe they could 
Not, work them: So that 'tis not We, but 
the Bible. itſelf, that throws a Slur on all 
_ ſuch Impoſitions; nor (whatever ſome may 
pretend) is it a Regard for the Miracles of 
_  Chrift and his Apoſtles that makes them ſuch 
Sticklers for them; but another finiſter View, 
which is too mean to be publickly owned. 
-So that we may well apply to them what 
our Saviour ſays to the Jes, after he had 
miraculouſly fed them with Bread,“ Ye 
** ſeek me not becauſe of the Miracles, but 
« becauſe ye eat of the Loaves, and were 
« filled; and the beſt Advice that can be 
given them is, Not to labour ſo much for the 
Meat that periſhes, but for that Meat which 
endures to everlaſting Life, which the Son of 
Man can give unto them, for him has God 
the Father ſealed, Tp 
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on Miraculous Powers, &c. 2% 
Indeed, it appears very plain to me, that 
Men, who have.long lain in palpable Dark- 
neſs, cannot ſuddenly and eafily bear the 
Light; and that tis the Will of God, what- —̃—̃ 
ever Means he makes uſe of, to heal their 8 
Infirmities gradually. Thus the Jets, brought : 
up in the Idolatries of Egypt, did not profit | 
ſo much as might have been expected under 
the extraordinary Inſtructions of Moſes; and 
our own Proteſtant Miſſionaries can tell us, 
that their Indian Converts are not ſo docible 
as thoſe who have been born and educated in 
baptized Lands. Let their Inſtructors add 
Precept upon Precept, yet ſtill the very beſt 
of them, when viewed by us, appears to be 
weak and ignorant. and like the blind Man 
in the Goſpel, when his Eyes were firſt open- 
ed, ſeems to ſee Men like Trees. Let us 
not, then, be ſcandalized, to find the Know- 
ledge of the antient Fathers ſo very weak in 
1any Inſtances ; but let us remember, that 
they were juſt converted out of the Darkneſs of 
Hcatheniſm, and from the Worſhip of dumb 
Idols to which they were led: If we do fo, 
we ſhall ſtand amazed that they ſaw fo well 
as they did, and be fully ſatisfied that the A- 
poſtles muſt go forth with ſome very extra- 
ordinary Powers, which none of our Miſſio- 
partes can pretend to, or they could not ſo ſoon, 
and fo eafily, have ſcattered ſuch amazing 
Light in the Midſt of ſuch palpable Darkneſs 
and Obſcurity. Eye 


We 
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We have, then, great Reaſon to admire that 
ſtupendous Height of Knowledge and Piety, 
to which the World was ſo ſoon converted by 
the Apoſtles. But ſtill let us remember, that 
the Converts were but Men; and, therefore, tis 
no Wonder that, living in the midſt of fray. 
lent Impoſtors, they were ſometimes led away 
by their evil Examples; tis no Wonder that 
they brought away a TinQure of their antient 
Errors into their new State; which Tincture of 
Error at laſt fo far prevailed ( thus Heaven 
ordained) as moſt grievoully to corrupt Chriſti- 
anity itſelf, Let us, therefore, beware of their 
Fraud and their Errors, and adhere firmly to 
that moſt ſure Word of Prophecy, which it 
was their Duty alſo to attend unto. The Goſpel, 
though they were firſt in Poſſeſſion of it, de- 
pends no more on their Authority than it does 
on ours; like its great Author it receives not 
the Teſtimony of Men, but has much great- 
er Arguments to prove its Divinity: Its Pari- 
ty expoſes their Errors both in Doctrine and 
Practice, and, like a Light carried in the 
Hands of a Man, it diſcovers itſelf, and the 
Imperfections of him that holds it. 


J am, Sir, 
Wurs, &c. 
RICHARD YATE. 
＋ I N 1. 


